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Recommendations for LSU Board of Supervisors to Rename LSU Facilities 
 
            Every LSU student should feel proud of the accomplishments of their predecessors at LSU. 
Many students have repeatedly expressed discomfort at seeing the names of racists on campus 
buildings, among these slavers, Confederate soldiers, mass murderers, segregationists, and a 
Governor who disenfranchised black voters in Louisiana almost entirely. In creating a more 
welcoming campus environment, we believe it is incumbent upon the LSU Board of Supervisors 
to take action to replace the names of racists. There are many individuals in LSU’s history who 
exemplify the highest academic achievements and moral character befitting such an honor and 
who better reflect the faces of LSU’s student population; these individuals deserve our 
commemoration instead. If LSU is truly committed to living up to its espoused values of justice, 
equality, and compassion, the Board of Supervisors should demonstrate that commitment by 
removing the names of racists on all campus facilities they currently disgrace and acting swiftly to 
replace them with more deserving individuals. 
 
 The first subcategory of LSU’s Diversity & Inclusion Roadmap for 2020-2022 concerns 
Campus Climate. The Campus Climate initiative includes promoting diversity and inclusion in 
LSU’s Physical Environment.1 In making the physical environment at LSU more inclusive for 
LSU’s minority students, the LSU administration, including the LSU Board of Supervisors, should 
take action to remove the names of racists from LSU Facilities and Academic Units. This symbolic 
action will foster a more welcoming physical campus environment for minority students and 
therefore enhance LSU’s efforts towards promoting diversity and inclusion. 
 
 Some critics may argue that removing the names of racists from campus buildings is 
“erasing history,” particularly when many of these racist individuals also served important roles 
in LSU’s early history. It is not lost on us that five of the fourteen individuals we listed below once 
served as LSU’s President or an equivalent role. However, the naming of buildings is an honor not 
to be taken lightly. Societies and institutions reflect their core values through important symbols 
like monuments, statues, and building names. If a significant number of buildings at LSU are 
named after white supremacists, that suggests that LSU desires to reflect the same racist values 
held by those individuals. There is only so much physical space to commemorate individuals on 
campus; if we recognized every individual who played an important role in LSU’s history, every 
brick, tree, and blade of grass would be named. Since space is limited, the names we prioritize in 
our physical commemoration on campus should only include individuals of the highest moral 

                                                
1 Rovaris, Dereck J., et al. "LSU Diversity & Inclusion Roadmap 2020-2022,” 4-5. 
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character according to contemporary moral standards. This enables LSU to better demonstrate its 
current values through campus symbols. History does not disappear once building names are 
changed or statues are removed. It’s fair to say that most Germans know the history of the 
Holocaust and World War II despite Adolf Hitler appearing nowhere on monuments, statues, or 
building names. Leave the white supremacists for museums and history books, and use LSU’s 
available physical space to commemorate the oft-overlooked but outstanding individuals in LSU’s 
history who embody LSU’s espoused values of justice, equality, and compassion. 
 

LSU Policy Statement 70 
According to PS 70, the Policy Statement on the Naming of University Facilities and 

Academic Units, “an individual for whom a Facility or Academic Unit would be named should: 
a. have had some significant connection with the university, either as a student, an alumnus, a 

faculty member, an administrator, a Notable Donor or Benefactor, or a supporter and; 
b. be of outstanding character and distinction and have made substantial contributions to his/her 

field of endeavor or to society in general or; 
c. be of outstanding character and distinction and have made significant contributions to the 

development of LSU or the State of Louisiana in education, the arts, public life, or some 
other appropriate field of endeavor.” 

 
  From our understanding, satisfaction of Clause A is the most important, but all names must 

satisfy either Clauses A and B or Clauses A and C. Some of the fourteen racists violate Clause A 
since they lack a significant connection to LSU. All fourteen racists violate clauses B and C, unless 
the Board of Supervisors believes that the actions of such racist individuals are those of individuals 
of outstanding character. Furthermore, some of these individuals have little or no connection to 
LSU, making their commemoration on LSU’s buildings even more undeserved. We understand 
that PS 70 was originally drafted long after these names began disgracing our campus; however, 
if we expect to hold people commemorated after PS 70’s passage to its standards, then the rules 
should apply retroactively as well. 
 

Names of Racists on LSU Facilities 
 After conducting research into the origins of each LSU building name, we have discovered 
multiple buildings and facilities named after racists. Among these fourteen racists are individuals 
who enslaved black people, fought for the continued enslavement of black people as members of 
the Confederacy, committed genocide or lynching, advocated for segregation, disenfranchised 
black voters, and/or supported white supremacy. We have listed the names of fourteen racists 
below, along with the specific clauses of LSU PS 70 violated by each: 
 
P.G.T. Beauregard – Beauregard served as the first Brigadier General in the Confederate Army 
during the Civil War.2 He led a militia which massacred 60 black sugarcane workers in Thibodaux, 
LA in 1887. The Thibodaux Massacre of 1887 was one of the worst labor massacres in United 
States history.3 Beauregard was instrumental in maintaining the first LSU building in Pineville, 
LA, but this is no compensation for his abysmal and horrific actions to enforce white supremacy 

                                                
2 The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, “P.G.T. Beauregard.” 
3 Washington, “The Thibodaux Massacre (November 23, 1887).” 
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during his lifetime. His name violates Clauses B and C of PS 70 since he fought to keep black 
people enslaved as a member of the Confederacy and led the massacre of 60 black people. 
 
David F. Boyd – Boyd served as a Major in the Confederate Army. He was captured by Union 
forces during the war; with the help of Union General Sherman, he escaped and rejoined the 
Confederates to serve under General Kirby Smith. He served as LSU President from 1865-80 and 
1884-86.4 During his initial 15-year term as LSU President, Boyd “looked forward to the political 
return of native white Democrats—the ‘Redeemers,’ as they called themselves, or Bourbon 
Democrats, as opponents called them—who tried to restore the antebellum power structure.”5 In 
other words, Boyd belonged to a political party of white supremacist holdouts of the rebel cause 
who sought to maintain racist systemic stratification in the South and at LSU. His name violates 
Clauses B and C of PS 70 since he fought to keep black people enslaved as a member of the 
Confederacy and wanted to restore white supremacy at LSU after the Civil War. 
 
Murphy J. Foster – Foster served two terms as Louisiana’s Governor from 1892-1900. In 1898, 
he signed a new Louisiana Constitution which almost completely disenfranchised Louisiana’s 
black voting population.6 He was also directly responsible for preventing co-education of women 
at LSU in 1894. Foster was Chair of the LSU Board of Supervisors and secured funding for the 
original Foster Hall in downtown Baton Rouge which was a dormitory and cafeteria building. His 
name was carried over to the Foster Hall building on the current campus.7 His name violates 
Clauses B and C of PS 70 since he disenfranchised black voters and opposed co-education of 
women. 
 
George Mason Graham – Graham, often referred to as the “Founding Father of LSU,” is one of 
the most violent racists in LSU’s history. He made a millionaire’s fortune through his ownership 
of the Tyrone Plantation in Rapides Parish, at which he likely enslaved thousands. He formed the 
Rapides Horse Guards, a militia which was essentially a precursor to the Ku Klux Klan. He also 
placed a newspaper ad in 1860 which asked anyone who encountered two of his escaped slaves to 
murder them under any circumstances. Although Graham was responsible for founding the 
Louisiana Seminary of Learning & Military Academy, his white supremacist violence against 
black people makes him unfit to have the Graham Tiger Tower named after him.8 His name 
violates Clauses B and C because he violently enslaved and hunted black people. 
 
Andrew Jackson – Jackson enslaved black people and famously committed widespread genocide 
of indigenous peoples as the 7th U.S. President.910 He had no connection to LSU. His name violates 
Clauses A, B, and C of PS 70 since he had no connection to LSU, enslaved black people, and 
committed genocide. 

                                                
4 Barbre, LSU: A Legacy of Leaders, 34-36. 
5 Ruffin, Under Stately Oaks: A Pictorial History of LSU, 30. 
6 Louisiana Secretary of State, “Governors from 1877.” 
7 Hoffman, "A View from beneath the Tower: Reflections on the History of Louisiana State 
University and Agricultural and Mechanical College," 403. 
8 White Jr., “The Other General.” 
9 Andrew Jackson Foundation, “Slavery: Understanding the Other Families at The Hermitage.” 
10 Indian Removal Act of 1830. 
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William Preston Johnston – Johnston served on Jefferson Davis’ military staff during the Civil 
War; he also worked directly under Robert E. Lee at Washington University. He served as LSU 
President from 1880-83.11 His name violates Clauses B and C of PS 70 since he fought to keep 
black people enslaved as a member of the Confederacy. 
 
Edmund Kirby Smith – Kirby Smith served as a General in the Confederate Army during the 
Civil War. He had no connection to LSU.12 His name violates Clauses A, B, and C of PS 70 since 
he had no connection to LSU and fought to keep black people enslaved as a member of the 
Confederacy. 
 
Samuel H. Lockett – Lockett served as a Major in the Confederate Army. He turned down the 
offer to become LSU’s President and was an engineering professor at LSU for six years after the 
Civil War.13 His name violates Clauses B and C of PS 70 since he fought to keep black people 
enslaved as a member of the Confederacy. 
 
Troy H. Middleton – Middleton served as LSU’s President from 1951-62. He supported 
segregation and resented the presence of black students on LSU’s campus.14 His name violates 
Clauses B and C of PS 70 since he actively supported segregation and made hateful racist remarks 
about black students. 
 
James William Nicholson – Nicholson served as a Private in the Confederate Army, eventually 
rising to the rank of Sergeant. After the war, he became a proud member of the United Confederate 
Veterans, a white supremacist social group. He served as an influential member on the 
organization’s committee of history, which “had much to do with the agitation for correct 
representation of Southern history in the public schools.”15 In other words, he literally rewrote the 
history books to honor and glorify the rebel cause of white supremacy and indoctrinate future 
generations with Confederate propaganda. He served as LSU President from 1883-84.16 His name 
violates Clauses B and C of PS 70 since he fought to keep black people enslaved as a member of 
the Confederacy. 
 
John M. Parker – Parker participated in the March 14, 1891 lynching of eleven Italian immigrants 
in New Orleans. He later refused to apologize for his role in the lynching, calling the murders 
justified.17 He was the Governor responsible for procuring the land and money for LSU’s current 
campus, but that cannot ameliorate his reputation as a racist mass murderer. His name violates 
Clauses B and C of PS 70 since he murdered eleven people because of their ethnicity. 
 

                                                
11 Barbre, 94-95. 
12 Ibid., 98-99. 
13 Ibid., 104-105. 
14 Middleton, “Letter to Harry Ransom.” 
15 Century Historical Association, Louisiana: Comprising Sketches of Parishes, Towns, Events, 
Institutions, and Persons, Arranged in Cyclopedic Form (volume 3), 324-325. 
16 Barbre, 122-123. 
17 Wall, 268. 
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Francis W. Smith – Smith was a Confederate soldier who was killed in action near the end of the 
Civil War. He served as LSU’s first professor of Chemistry and Commandant of Cadets.18 His 
connection to LSU was brief and marred by his dying commitment to preserving the South’s 
system of slavery. His name violates Clauses B and C of PS 70 since he fought to keep black 
people enslaved as a member of the Confederacy. 
 
William C. Stubbs – Stubbs served as a cavalryman in the Confederate Army. Although he joined 
the Confederacy at age 15, his enlistment and support for the rebel cause was not one of youthful 
indiscretion; Stubbs remained a very high-ranking official in the camp No. 9 chapter of the United 
Confederate Veterans organization 35 years after his service.19 A 1910 portrait depicts Stubbs with 
a Confederate flag lapel pin, and there is a large Confederate flag emblazoned on his tombstone.2021 
Stubbs was also a member of the Southern Democrats, which was a terrorist organization aimed 
at reestablishing white supremacy in the post-war South.22 After the Civil War, Stubbs worked as 
a professor of agriculture and director of sugarcane experimental stations at LSU.23 At the time, 
Louisiana agriculture was reliant on the exploitative system of sharecropping, which enabled white 
planters like Stubbs to maintain their oppression over black farm workers by inflicting coercive 
generational poverty and physical violence upon them.24 His name violates Clauses B and C of PS 
70 since he fought to keep black people enslaved as a member of the Confederacy, participated in 
the brutal sharecropping system, and belonged to multiple white supremacist political/social 
groups. 
 
Zachary Taylor – Taylor, the 12th U.S. President, enslaved 83 or more black people. He had no 
connection to LSU besides living in a house on the downtown Baton Rouge campus for some 
time.25 His name violates Clauses A, B, and C of PS 70 since he had almost no connection to LSU 
and enslaved 83 or more people. 
 

We demand that the Board of Supervisors vote on the immediate removal of all instances 
of the aforementioned fourteen names from LSU Facilities, Academic Units, scholarships, titles, 
or honorifics of a similar nature, including, but not limited to: P.G.T. Beauregard Hall, David F. 
Boyd Hall, Boyd Professorship, Murphy J. Foster Hall, George Mason Graham Tiger Tower, 
Andrew Jackson Hall, William Preston Johnston Hall, Edmund Kirby Smith Hall, Samuel H. 
Lockett Hall, Troy H. Middleton Library, James William Nicholson Hall, James William 
Nicholson Gateway Apartments, John M. Parker Coliseum, Francis W. Smith Hall, William C. 
Stubbs Hall, and Zachary Taylor Hall. 
 
 
 

                                                
18 Ruffin, Under Stately Oaks: A Pictorial History of LSU, 4-11. 
19 White, The National Cyclopaedia of American Biography, 496. 
20 64 Parishes, “Dr. William Stubbs.” 
21 Griffin, “Dr William Carter Stubbs.”	
22 The University of Virginia, University of Virginia, 35-36. 
23 Barbre, 134-135. 
24 Reonas, “Sharecropping.” 
25 Fling, “The Enslaved Households of President Zachary Taylor.” 
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Proposed Replacement Names 
 We have researched LSU and Baton Rouge’s rich history of accomplished students, 
alumni, faculty members, administrators, and activists in order to propose twenty-one names of 
individuals whose integrity and leadership has molded LSU into the institution it is today. We 
believe that all of the individuals we recommend meet the criteria for the naming of LSU Facilities 
and Academic Units. Each individual has a significant connection to LSU or the State of Louisiana, 
has demonstrated outstanding character and distinction, and has contributed significantly either to 
society in general or to LSU or the State of Louisiana specifically. We have offered more names 
than buildings that need renaming, and no doubt there are countless more names in LSU’s and 
Louisiana’s history deserving of commemoration. We implore the Board of Supervisors to take all 
of these names into strong consideration not just now but also when naming future Facilities and 
Academic Units on campus. 
 
Mahmoud Abdul-Rauf – Abdul-Rauf played on the LSU Men’s Basketball team from 1988-90, 
becoming a two-time SEC Player of the Year and two-time consensus first team All-American. 
He was drafted 3rd overall by the Denver Nuggets in the 1990 NBA Draft, later becoming a 
member of the 1991 NBA All-Rookie second team and the NBA Most Improved Player in 1993. 
He became well-known for his protests during the playing of the national anthem at NBA games, 
inspiring similar protests decades later in the NFL and NBA. His lifelong passion for basketball 
and social activism was recognized in 2020 when LSU retired his No. 35 jersey.26  
 
Kirt Bennett – Bennett became LSU’s second black Student Government President in 1990 and 
was an accomplished athlete for LSU’s Track and Field Program.27 He founded the Young 
Leaders’ Academy in 1993 and received three U.S. Presidential Service Awards, a National 
Point of Light Award, and an FBI Community Service Award.28  
 
Jinx C. Broussard – Broussard became the first black graduate of the LSU Manship School of 
Mass Communication, earning her Bachelors’ Degree in Journalism in 1971 and her Masters’ 
Degree in Journalism in 1986.29 She held a variety of positions in media and communications 
and is now a Bart R. Swanson Endowed Memorial Professor at the Manship School.30 Among 
countless other awards spanning her entire career, she was inducted into the Media, 
Communications, and Journalism Hall of Fame in 2010.31 
 
Ollie H. Burns – Burns entered the Library Science program at LSU in 1954 and became its first 
black graduate in 1957. She once attended a meeting at a church attended by State Senator Willie 
Rainach, a staunch segregationist. Upon noticing her presence in the church audience, Rainach 
left the church and refused to speak. Burns remarked, “A humble student of color from North 
Louisiana had effectively quieted the vocal, vitriolic segregationist.” She devoted herself to a 

                                                
26 Brockwell, “A national anthem protest ruined his NBA career. Now former Nuggets star 
Mahmoud Abdul-Rauf is being honored by LSU.” 
27 LSU Sports, “Track Alum, Area Leader Bennett Dies, 42.” 
28 The Advocate, “Kirt Bruce Bennett.” 
29 Beechen, L., “Broussard, Jinx C.” 
30 LSU Manship School of Mass Communication, “Jinx C. Broussard.” 
31 The University of Southern Mississippi School of Communication, “Dr. Jinx Coleman Butler.” 
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career in public education and library services and was recognized as a community leader. She 
was also an LSU donor.32 
 
John Sibley Butler – Butler became the first black LSU Tiger Band member in 1965, playing the 
trombone.33 He has since become a distinguished author, successful business owner, and a member 
of the LSU National Foundation Board.34 He was named to LSU Alumni Association’s Hall of 
Distinction as well as Alumnus of the Year in 2012.35 
 
Maxine Crump – Crump became the first black student to live in an LSU residential hall in 1964. 
She later became the first black female radio personality and news anchor in Baton Rouge. She 
continues to lead a remarkable career of anti-racism with her organization Dialogue on Race 
Louisiana.36 
 
Thomas Durant – Durant is an Emeritus Professor of Sociology and African and African 
American Studies (AAAS) at LSU who has won numerous awards across his decades-long career 
at the university.37 He became one of the first black professors at LSU and the first black professor 
of Sociology at LSU in 1973.38 He also became the first Director of the AAAS Department in 1997 
after playing an instrumental role in its founding in 1994.39 
 
Richard Evans – Evans became the first black PhD graduate in Chemistry at LSU in 1972. He 
worked in the chemical industry before joining the Chemistry faculty at Alabama Agricultural 
and Mechanical University, where he spent most of his career. He was a mentor to fellow LSU 
chemists Vice President of Strategic Initiatives and Boyd Professor Isiah Warner and Director 
Emerita of the Center for Academic Success and retired Professor Saundra McGuire, among 
many others. He had a lifelong passion for education he demonstrated until his passing in April 
2020.40 
 
Pinkie Gordon Lane – Gordon Lane became LSU’s first black Ph.D. graduate in 1967 and 
Louisiana’s first black Poet Laureate, serving from 1989-92.41 
 
Antonio Guell – Guell became LSU’s first Hispanic professor in 1913. He earned a degree in 
Mechanical Engineering from LSU in 1905.42 

                                                
32 LSU School of Library & Information Science, “Donor Spotlight: Ollie Burns.” 
33 LSU Office of Diversity, “Did you know?...in LSU History.” 
34 Butler, “About Me.” 
35 The University of Texas at Austin, “Butler Named to LSU Alumni Association’s Hall of 
Distinction.” 
36 Laing, “Louisiana Women: Maxine Crump President & CEO Dialogue on Race Louisiana.” 
37 LSU African and African American Studies, “Thomas Durant Jr.” 
38 BRCC, “A View from the Inside…Thirty-Six Years of Desegregation.” 
39 LSU African and African American Studies, “History.” 
40 Schneider and McGuire, “Dr. Richard A. Evans: Celebrating the Legacy of LSU Chemistry’s 
First African American Doctoral Graduate.” 
41 Craig, Dictionary of Literary Biography. 
42 LSU Office of Diversity, “Did you know?...in LSU History.” 
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Charles E. Harrington – Harrington received his Masters’ of Education from LSU in 1952, 
becoming the first black person to receive a degree from the university.43 
 
T.J. Jemison – Jemison helped organize and lead the historic Baton Rouge Bus Boycott of 1953, 
which was the first of its kind during the Civil Rights Movement.44 He helped found the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference and served as President of the National Baptist Association, 
USA, the largest black religious organization in the country.45 He was honored by LSU along with 
other leaders of the Baton Rouge Bus Boycott on its 50th anniversary in 2003.46 
 
Ernest N. “Dutch” Morial – Morial became the first black LSU Law School graduate in 1954 
and the first black Mayor of New Orleans, serving from 1978-86. He increased the percentage of 
black city employees during his two terms.47 
 
Lutrill Payne Sr. – With the help of lawyer A.P. Tureaud, Payne Sr. successfully sued LSU to 
integrate the College of Agriculture in 1951. He was posthumously awarded the LSU University 
Medal, LSU’s highest honor, in 2015.48 He was the spouse of Pearl Henry Payne. 
 
Pearl Henry Payne – Payne became the first black woman to graduate from LSU in 1956.49 She 
earned her Masters’ of Education and devoted herself to a long career in education.50 She was the 
spouse of Lutrill Payne Sr. 
 
Kerry Pourciau – Pourciau became LSU’s first black Student Government President in 1972. He 
worked for Senator Russell Long of LA and New Orleans Mayor Morial, later becoming the 
economic development director for the City of Baton Rouge.51 
 
Dolores Richard Spikes – Spikes became the first black person to graduate from LSU with a PhD. 
in Mathematics in 1971. She later became the first female chancellor of a university in Louisiana 
(Southern University) and the first female president of a university system in the United States 
(Southern University and A&M College System). She received the Thurgood Marshall 
Educational Achievement Award and was named one of Ebony Magazine's "Most Influential 
Black Women in America."52 
 

                                                
43 LSU Office of Diversity, “Did you know?...in LSU History.” 
44 Elliot, “The First Civil Rights Bus Boycott.” 
45 The National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc., “History of the National Baptist Convention, 
USA, Inc.” 
46 Elliot, “The First Civil Rights Bus Boycott.” 
47 Mitchell, 123. 
48 LSU College of Human Sciences and Education, “Pearl and Lutrill Payne, African American 
education trailblazers since 1950.” 
49 LSU Office of Diversity. “Did you know?...in LSU History.” 
50 Natchitoches Times, “Pearl Henry Payne.” 
51 LSU Libraries, “Kerry Pourciau, Former SGA President.” 
52 LSU Accolades, “Notable Alumni.” 
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Sadie Roberts-Joseph – Roberts-Joseph was a black activist and organizer from Baton Rouge 
who founded the Baton Rouge Odell S. Williams Now & Then Museum of African-American 
History in 2001. She also founded a non-profit organization, Community Against Drugs and 
Violence. She organized an annual "Juneteenth Celebration," which commemorates the 
emancipation of slaves in the Southern United States. She tragically passed in July 2019.53 
 
Devon T. Wade – Wade graduated cum laude from LSU in both Sociology (with a concentration 
in Criminology) and African and African American Studies in 2010. He became the first black 
LSU student to be named a Truman Scholar in 2010, in addition to being a Ronald McNair 
Research Scholar.54 He worked with the No More Victims organization in Houston, TX to help 
children cope with having incarcerated parents. He was pursuing a Doctoral Degree in Sociology 
at Columbia University before tragically passing in 2017.55 
 
Isiah Warner – Warner serves as the Boyd and Phillip W. West Professor of Surface and 
Analytical Chemistry and the Vice President for Strategic Initiatives at Louisiana State University. 
He joined LSU’s faculty in 1992. He has won numerous national and international awards for 
chemistry and mentoring of students in the sciences.56 
 
Martha White – White was a 23-year-old housekeeper whose defiance in the face of Jim Crow 
segregation sparked the Baton Rouge Bus Boycott of 1953. She worked on her feet constantly only 
to be forced to stand in the bus while “whites only” seats lay vacant. She sat in a “whites only” 
seat and refused to get up after being told she couldn’t sit despite there being no white passengers. 
With the help of Reverend T.J. Jemison, lawyer Johnnie Jones, and countless others, she helped 
lead the boycott and subsequent desegregation of Baton Rouge’s bus system.57 
 

We recognize that a few of these individuals do not satisfy Clause A of the “Permanent 
Memorandum 2: Naming University Facilities” last revised on January 10, 2012. Clause A states: 
“No public building, site, street, or park shall be named after a living person. Moreover, no 
building, site, street, or park shall be named for an individual person (persons) until such person 
(persons) to be so honored has (have) been deceased for at least two years.” The list of 
recommended names which do not satisfy Clause A of this Memorandum are: Mahmoud Abdul-
Rauf, Jinx Broussard, John Sibley Butler, Maxine Crump, Thomas Durant, Richard Evans, Sadie 
Roberts-Joseph, and Isiah Warner. It is our understanding that this policy is set by the state 
legislature. However, we believe that upon considering the renaming of LSU buildings, the Board 
of Supervisors may find it appropriate to lobby the state legislature to make an exception to this 
policy. 
  

                                                
53 Sant, “Founder Of African American History Museum Discovered Dead In Car Trunk.” 
54 Ballard, “Devon Wade Named 2010 Truman Scholar.” 
55 Gremillion, “LSU professors reflect on tragic death of bright graduate student.” 
56 LSU Office of Strategic Initiatives, “Meet Vice President Isiah M. Warner.” 
57 Melton, “Baton Rouge Bus Boycott.”	



 10 

Additional Recommendations 
In addition to the proposed name changes, we would also like to recommend five policy 

changes that will help ensure the continued commemoration of often overlooked but outstanding 
individuals in LSU’s history: 
 

• We recommend that LSU not recycle any of the fourteen names of racists in the naming of 
LSU Facilities and Academic Units, scholarships, titles, or honorifics of a similar nature. 
These names should be removed from our campus permanently. 

• We recommend that upon the demolition of any of the renamed buildings, LSU shall 
commit to reusing that building’s name on a future LSU Facility or Academic Unit. Some 
of the aforementioned buildings and campus facilities that need to have racist names 
removed are scheduled to be demolished in the near future; this policy would ensure that 
the replacement names are given full naming periods rather than being commemorated for 
just a few short years. 

• We recommend that the names of historically underrepresented peoples be given 
precedence in the naming of all future LSU Facilities and Academic Units, until such time 
that the names of buildings proportionately reflect the racial, ethnic, and gender 
demographics of the LSU student population and/or the state of Louisiana, whichever is 
higher. For example, black people comprise 34% of Louisiana’s population, so LSU should 
commit to a proportion of LSU Facilities and Academic Units named for black individuals 
equaling 34% of the total amount of LSU Facilities and Academic Units. Women comprise 
roughly 51% of Louisiana’s population, so the names of women should be honored on 51% 
of the named Facilities and Academic Units on campus. 

• We recommend that in addition to removing the names of racists on present LSU Facilities 
and Academic Units, that no future LSU Facilities or Academic Units be named after any 
opponents to civil rights. 

• We recommend that LSU amend Clause A of PS 70 to include individuals with a significant 
connection to LSU and/or the State of Louisiana. This enables LSU to better honor the 
individuals who have contributed greatly to the development of Louisiana. 

 
In order to ensure these recommendations are implemented, our organization asks for a 

seat at the table. We understand that there is an LSU Naming Committee which will investigate 
the history of facility names on campus. Having taken upon the task of performing that research 
ourselves, we believe we have valuable contributions to offer the committee. Our organization 
hopes to steer the conversation towards removing the names of all racist individuals from our 
campus. We believe the best way to help accomplish that goal is by having a student representative 
representing our organizations’ joint efforts on the LSU Naming Committee. 
 

We make these recommendations to uproot, rather than eulogize, the history of slavery, 
genocide, disenfranchisement, and segregation intertwined with LSU. We believe that any of the 
twenty-one recommended names are more than worthy for inclusion on any of the aforementioned 
buildings and campus facilities. We hope our recommended replacement names help the Board of 
Supervisors not only see the problem with LSU’s building names but envision the solution. 
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Meaningful change cannot wait. Right now there is a critical mass of support among the 
LSU community for the name changes; we cannot prolong this initiative. As members of the LSU 
Board of Supervisors, you have the opportunity right now to carve your names into the right side 
of history forever. This is a simple problem with a simple solution: change the names. 
 
 
 

Democracy @ Work LSU and LSU College Democrats  
 

Jackson Blackmon 
Sebastian Brumfield Mejía 

Chandler Clegg 
Codee Jones 

Akash Kaushal 
Bryan Parks 

Alex Perrera 
Soheil Saneei 
River Scrantz 

Matthew Sigler 
James Simpson
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