
 

 
September 15, 2022 

 
Support uniform cut-off limit of alcohol sales 

 
Dear East Baton Rouge Metropolitan Council Members and the Alcohol Beverage Control 
Board,  
 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) urges you to oppose any proposal to extend the current 

closing time for the sale of alcohol at bars or restaurants from 2 a.m. to 3 a.m. during LSU and 

Southern football game days. The proposal under review by the Alcohol Beverage Control 

Board will have far-reaching public safety implications for our region as the problem of 

impaired driving is not going away.  

 

MADD supports the uniform statewide cut-off time for alcohol sales. This uniform time helps 

prevent barhopping to find one last drink at establishments with later closing times. Far too 

often, the search for “one last drink” results in drunk driving.  
 

Drunk driving deaths increased by 83% in East Baton Rouge Parish in 2020. According to the 

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 18 people were killed in drunk driving crashes 

in East Baton Rouge Parish in 2019. Drunk driving deaths increased 83% in 2020, when 33 lives 

were taken due to drunk driving. Extending bar closing times will only make the problem of 

drunk driving worse in the Parish. 
 

Examples of relevant research include: 

• A study of 2009 drunk driving data from New York state found that “longer outlet 
business hours were associated with more misdemeanor drunk driving charges… The 
results suggest that temporal alcohol availability may be an impelling factor for first-
time drunk driving...” (Schofield and Denson, 2013) 

• Following the extension of hours in Ontario, Canada, a significant increase was found for 
alcohol-related motor vehicle casualties in the Windsor region after the drinking hours 
were extended. (Vingilis, McLeod, Seeley, Mann, Voas and Compton, 2006)  

• In 2009, San Marcos, Texas adopted an ordinance that allowed local bars to extend their 
hours of operation from midnight until 2 a.m. in an attempt to reduce the alcohol-
related problems. Instead of a reduction, the results of research “indicate that the 
citywide ordinance in all likelihood exacerbated the problem, increasing the volume of 
calls for [police] service with respect to public intoxication in the downtown area as well 
as the number of driving under the influence of alcohol complaints throughout the city. 
(Chamlin and Scott, 2014) 

 

Extending the bar closing time will have far-reaching public safety implications for the Parish of 
East Baton Rouge. Please do not advance this measure to extend the bar closing times to 3 a.m.  
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If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at Sunny.House@madd.org or 
225-926-0807 ext. 2258. Thank you in advance for your prompt consideration of this request.  

 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 

 
Sunny House 
MADD Louisiana Affiliate Executive Director 

  
C: The Honorable Sharon Weston Broome, Mayor-President 
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